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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA MOOT COURT TEAM 
ADVANCES TO NATIONAL FINALS
MISSOULA -
For the fourth time in six years, the University of Montana Lav; School 
has qualified for the finals of the National Moot Court Competition. The 
school is one of 28 institutions chosen nationwide from a field of 200 
contestants.
In the Northwest Regional Competition Nov. 14-16 at Uillamctte Law 
School in Salem, Ore., two UM law teams defeated teams from the University 
of Washington, the University of Oregon, the University of Idaho, Gonzaga 
University, the University of Puget Sound and Willamette Universtiy.
The UM teams placed behind the Northwestern School of Law of Lewis and 
Clark University in the regionals. The two schools will represent the 
Northwest in the national finals Jan. 27-30 in New York City.
Teams in the Moot Court Competition argue a hypothetical case raising 
issues of national importance as if they were before the United States Supreme 
Court. "'his year's case addresses the constitutionality of a city's regulation 
of cable television companies. The case is similar to one pending before 
the United States Supreme Court.
In addition to presenting the cases orally before panels of judges, each 
team presents written arguments in the form of a United States Supreme Court
brief.
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Independent judges ranked the UM teams' two briefs second in the region, 
scoring them only one point behind the highest-ranked brief. Lewis and 
Clark's second team placed fourth in the briefs.
Members of the UM team are Francis Clinch, Helena; Ron Nelson, Great 
Falls; Steven Potts, Great Falls; Connie Eaton, Glendive; Michael Fanning,
Great Falls; and Brian Ritchie, Traverse City, Mich. Clint, Nelson and Potts 
will represent the team in the national competition. The teams are coached by 
Assistant Lav/ School Dean Bari R. Burke and lav/ Professor J. Martin Burke.
UM teams qualified for the national finals in 1981, 1982 and 1983. UN's 
1981 team won the national championship, even though the team placed second in 
the regionaIs that year. The team placed fifth nationally in 1982 and finished 
ninth in 1983. Although the UM team has never won at the regional level, it 
has consistently placed ahead of the Northwest regional winners in national 
compet it ion.
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